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MAY IN THE CIVIL WAR 
1861 

6th – Arkansas’ state legislature votes 69-1 in favor of secession. 
9th – James Bullock is sent to England to purchase arms and vessels for the Confederacy. 
13th – Britain’s Queen Victoria declares her nation’s position of neutrality, but will give each side the 
rights accorded belligerents. 
20th - North Carolina votes for secession. 
24th – Alexandria, Virginia is occupied by Federal troops. 
31st – General Beauregard is given command of the Confederate Army of the Potomac.  

1862 
3rd – Gen’l Johnston evacuates Yorktown under pressure from Gen’l McClellan.  
8th – Stonewall Jackson repulses Gen’l Schenk’s Federals in a major battle in the Shenandoah Valley. 
9th – Norfolk is evacuated by Confederates.  
9th – Gen’l Hunter frees slaves in South Carolina, Florida and Georgia. 
190th – 8 Conf. gunboats attack 7 Federal ships near Island #10 and Sink ironclads Cincinnati and Mound 
11th – CSS Virginia (Merrimack) is destroyed in the James River by Confederates. 
16th – Gen’l Butler issues the “Woman Order” in N. Orleans because of harassment by the local women 
19th – Lincoln countermands Hunter’s order of May 9th that freed slaves. 
31st – During the battle of Fair Oaks, Gen’l Johnston is wounded and Gen’l Lee takes command. 

1863 
1st – Hooker attacks Lee as the battle of Chancellorsville begins. 
2nd – Jackson executes his flank attack and is wounded at Chancellorsville, JEB Stuart takes command.  
6th – Former congressman Vallandigham charged with treason and sentenced to close confinement.  
10th – Jackson contracts pneumonia after amputation of his arm and dies at Guinea’s Station, Virginia  
16th – Battle of Champion Hill, Miss.  Confederates retreat to Vicksburg. 
19th – Vallandigham is ordered out of Federal Military boundaries and not to return. 
27th – Federal siege of Port Hudson (on the Mississippi R.) begins. 
28th – First regiment of colored troops leaves Boston for Hilton Head, they are the 54th Mass.  

1864 
2nd – Confederates harass Bank’s army as he continues his retreat to Alexandria, Louisiana 
4th – 122,000 Federal troops cross the Rapidan River initiating the battle of the Wilderness. 
8th – Sherman starts his Atlanta Campaign by probing the Army of Tennessee near Dalton, Georgia 
8th – 21st – Battle of Spotsylvania Court House, Virginia 
9th – Gen’l Sedgwick is killed by a sharpshooter at Spotsylvania, Virginia. 
11th – Battle of Yellow Tavern, JEB Stuart is wounded and dies the next day. 
23rd – 26th Battle of North Anna, Virginia  

1865 
3rd – Lincoln’s funeral train reaches Springfield, Illinois 
4th – Gen’l Taylor surrenders the western army to Gen’l Canby at Citronelle, Arkansas 
9th – Gen’l Nathan Bedford Forrest disbands his troops. 
10th – President Davis captured by the 4th Michigan Cavalry near Irwinville, Georgia 
11th – CSS Stonewall sails into Havana harbor and surrenders to Federal officials on the 19th. 
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Upcoming Local, Regional, State and Nearby Civil War Events 

(events & dates subject to change; please confirm event & date before traveling) 
 

May 4-6 – Federal Garrison of Fort Clinch, Fernandina Beach, Union soldiers, sailors and marines recreate 
the camps in and around Ft. Clinch in May 1864.  For more information see their website: 
https://www.floridastateparks.org/park/Fort-Clinch 
 
May 18-20 – Battle of Resaca, Georgia Located at Chitwood Farms, Chitwood Road NE, Resaca, Georgia.  
Battle reenactment both days at 2:00 PM.  Ladies tea at 11:30 AM Saturday.  Church services and baseball 
game on Sunday. For more information see their website: 
http://www.georgiadivision.org/bor_reenactment.html 
 
July 5-8 – Gettysburg, Pa 155th Gettysburg National Battle Reenactment at 1085 Table Rock Road, 
Gettysburg.  For more information 800-514-3489 or http://www.gettysburgreenactment.com 
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