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Mailing address: 

Civil War Roundtable of North Florida  

13450 NE 100
th
 Street, Williston, FL  32696 

 

Website:  www.cwrnf.org 
 

Phone:  Diane Fischler (352) 378-3726; or Terry Huston (352) 359-1442 
 

Email:   diane@proofinggrounds.com; or thuston528@msn.com 
 

The Courier is written  by Diane Fischler (diane@proofinggrounds.com) 
  

 
  Vol . V, No. 2                                February 2017                                        Gainesville, Florida                                             

 
 

Next Meeting (open to the public) 

 

Thursday, February 9, 2017, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at: 

  

Trinity United Methodist Church (TUMC)  

4000 NW 53
rd

 Avenue 

(Room 232 in the front Education Center) 

Gainesville, Florida  32653 

 

Î  Î  Î  Î  Î  Î  Î 
 

 

 

If any member is interested in leading this Roundtable, 

effective January 2018, please contact Diane Fischler. 

mailto:civilwar@post.com
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CWRNF News 
 

Jan. 12, 2017:  CWRNF meeting:  20 members and guests attended 

 Member Bill Zettler  spoke on the topic Major Gen. Carl Schurz:  German-American Icon of 

the Civil War Era .  He discussed the influx of German immigrants into the United States in the 19
th
 

century, and felt that historians tend to overlook the disproportionate role that German-Americans played 

in the Civil Warðabout 25% of all Union troops were of German descent. 

 

 The emphasis of the presentation was on the most popular and recognizable 

German-born general of the war, Carl Schurz (1829-1906), who immigrated to this 

country in 1852 after harrowing experiences in the 1848 revolution.  He arrived in 

the second great wave of Germanic immigration.  He wielded strong influence on 

his troops and on the political front.  He was a journalist, editor, orator, musician, 

lawyer, and politician.  He served as ambassador to Spain in the early part of the war 

and led German troops, as a brigadier general, in some of the most important battles, 

including Gettysburg.  Post-war, he served as a U.S. senator (from Missouri) and as 

a secretary of the Interior (under President Hayes). 

   

Bill concluded with the countryôs radical change in its perspective of Germans because of the U.S. 

entry into the Great War.  Anti-German sentiment reared its headðso much so that commonplace nouns 

were adjusted to reflect the times:  sauerkraut was changed to ñliberty cabbage,ò 

German measles became ñliberty measles,ò hamburgers were renamed ñliberty 

sandwiches,ò and dachshunds were now named ñliberty pups.ò  Bill added that 

nothing changes. 

 

Above photo:  Gen. Carl Schurz in a brigadier general uniform. 

Photo courtesy:  civilwarfacialhair.wordpress.com 

 

Right photo:  Carl Schurz Memorial (dedicated in 1913) in New York City  

(statue located at Morningside Dr. & 116
th

 Street).  Inscription:  ñCarl 

Schurz:  Defender of Liberty/and a Friend of Human Rightsò 

Photo courtesy:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Schurz 

 

 

 

Book sales 
 Please donate your ñgently usedò history books, history DVDs, historical maps, and/or 

magazines for re-sale at our monthly meetings.  Nineteenth century American history books, 

periodicals, and DVDs would be preferred.  All proceeds go toward outside speaker fees and 

room rental fees.  Payment by cash or check.  Prices are not negotiable at these reduced rates.  

At the Jan. 12 meeting, the CWRNF made $70  in book sales. 

 
 

Website:  www.cwrnf.org 

 Please check the website periodically for updates on the CWRNFôs ongoing events, 

past newsletters, and upcoming speakers.  We will email the monthly online Courier newsletter 

as an attachment in PDF format. 

https://civilwarfacialhair.wordpress.com/2012/09/05/carl-schurz/


The Courier  February 2017 3 

CWRNF newsletter:  The Courier (in PDF format) 

 IF you did NOT receive the online Courier newsletter (sent as a PDF attachment to 

your requested email address) at least one week before the next meeting, contact Diane 

Fischler to email you the latest newsletter (diane@proofinggrounds.com).  But before 

requesting another newsletter attachment, first please check your spam/junk folder in case the 

email with attachment landed in that folder. 

 

Membership dues 

 If you didnôt pay renewal or new membership dues at the Sept. 8 or Oct. 13 or Nov. 10 

meetings, we removed your nameðwith regretðfrom our CWRNF membership list.  If you 

wish to rejoin, please give a check to our treasurer, Terry Huston, or mail a check to:  Terry 

Huston, 13450 NE 100
th

 Street, Williston, FL  32696.  Make checks payable to CWRNF.  Dues 

go directly toward paying outside speaker fees and room rental fees.  Membership dues: 

$25 individual, $35 couple/family, $15 student. 

 

 

ñLikeò the CWRNF page on Facebook 

 We have a Facebook page.  Search ñCivil War Roundtable of North Florida ï Facebook.ò  

Many thanks to member John Walsh for his time and effort to update and maintain this page. 

Our Facebook page receives about 400 to 500 views a year.  Some of our posts have appeared on the 

Civil War Trust ôs Facebook page.  

 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

 (second Thursday of each monthð6:30 p.m. at Trinity United Methodist Church) 
(speakers and topics subject to change) 

 

Feb. 9, 2017: 

 Member Bob Wooley will speak about the Skirmish at Station No. 4, which occurred on the 

morning of Feb. 13, 1865, near Cedar Key. The skirmish was between Union and 

Confederate soldiers in the fields on the mainland near one of the station stops on 

the Florida Railroad.  Left  sketch:  Battle of Station 4:  This sketch is from 

Dickison and His Men:  Reminiscences of the War in Florida (1890) by Mary 

Elizabeth Dickison.  The drawing shows Confederate troops firing on the 

Federals.  In the background is Number 4 trestle.  Sketch courtesy:  

http://www.exploresouthernhistory.com/stationfour.html  

 

March 9, 2017: 

 Member Charlie Covell will give a presentation titled Confederate Philately about 

his collection of Confederate stamps, and, more importantly, their ñpostal history,ò a term 

used to denote envelopes with the stamps, addresses, and cancellations intact.  Part of his 

collection is from the famous Bryant-Stephens correspondence that is archived in the 

University of Florida Smathers Library.  Much of this correspondence was transcribed for the 

book Rose Cottage Chronicles.  Right stamp:  Image of 10-cent postage stamp of 

CSA President Jefferson Davis.  Printed from copper plates by Archer and Daly, 

Engravers, Richmond, Virginia CSA.   Photo courtesy:  Charles Covell and 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Confederate_postage_stamp_10_cents_Jefferson_Davis.jpg 

http://www.exploresouthernhistory.com/stationfour.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Confederate_postage_stamp_10_cents_Jefferson_Davis.jpg
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April 13, 2017: 

Tracy Revels, a professor of history at Wofford College in Spartanburg, South 

Carolina, will give a talk titled Floridaôs Civil War:   Terrible Sacrifices, based on 

her 2016 book.  According to a press release, ñFlorida was ignored and unprotected by 

the Confederacy.  The home front was contested, especially in port cities, and many 

Floridians became refugees.  Raids and guerrilla activity inflicted misery on 

civilians.ò  Dr. Revels will sell and autograph Floridaôs Civil War for $30 (hardback). 

 

 

 

May 11, 2017: 

Guest speaker Dr. Warren Feldman, who authored the book Blood, Guns, and 

Germs:  A Novel of Civil War Medicine (2010), will speak on Civil War medicine.  

Amazon describes the book as follows:  ñBlood, Guns, and Germs is the story of a 

young idealistic medical student, who guides us through the real world of Civil War 

Medicine. Through his eyes, we see and feel the blood, guts, and horror of 19
th
 Century 

medicine.ò  After the meeting, Dr. Feldman will sell and autograph Blood, Guns, and 

Germs for $10. 

 

June 8, 2017: 

Noah Gengler, a retired U.S. Navy officer and former vice president of the 

Pensacola Civil War Round Table, will give a talk on Sibleyôs New Mexico 

Campaign:  Blood and Treasure in the Southwest.  He will address the dream of a 

Confederate empire in the Southwest and how Gen. Henry H. Sibley recruited the 

expedition basically on his own, with little help from Richmond.  He will discuss the 

battles at Valverde (Feb. 20-21, 1862) and Glorieta Pass (March 26-28, 1862). 

Left  photo:  CSA Gen. Henry H. Sibley (1816-1886)  Photo by:  Mathew Brady 

Photo courtesy:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Hopkins_Sibley  

 

 

 

July 13, 2017: 

 Author Philip Leigh  will make a third appearance to speak on his latest book:  

The Confederacy at Flood Tide:  The Political and Military Ascension, June to 

December 1862 (2016).  Leigh states that these seven months offered the Confederate 

States of America the best opportunity to achieve independenceðand why the CSAôs 

efforts failed.  Phil first spoke to our Roundtable in July 2015 on his book, Leeôs Lost 

Dispatch and Other Civil War Controversies (2015).  In April 2016, he gave a talk on 

another one of his books, Trading with the Enemy:  The Covert Economy During the 

American Civil War (2014).  Phil will sell and autograph Confederacy at Flood Tide 

for $28 (hardback). 

 

August 10, 2017:  No CWRNF meeting 
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Sept. 14, 2017: 

Boyd Murphree will give a presentation on The Other Team:  

Jefferson Davis and His Cabinet.  Lithograph shows the CSA president 

and his cabinet shortly after the beginning of the Civil War.  Print  

courtesy:  Library of Congress Prints & Photographs Division.  Note:  
Robert E. Lee (center) was an advisor, not a cabinet member.  This print 

was originally published in New York shortly after the end of the war, but 

does not include any of the replacement appointments made during the 

course of the war. 
 

Left to right:   Stephen Mallory, secretary of the navy; Judah P. Benjamin, 

attorney general; Leroy Pope Walker, secretary of war; President Jefferson Davis; Gen. Robert E. Lee; John 

Reagan, postmaster general; Christopher Memminger, secretary of the treasury; Vice President Alexander 

Stephens; and Robert Toombs, secretary of state.  
 

 

Oct. 12, 2017:  

 Larry Skinner  will give a talk about the diary kept by a young woman, Mary Louise 

(ñMollyò) Creighton, who was born on the St. Johns River at Mandarin, but moved to Waldo 

during the last year of the war.  She wrote of the daily activities and experiences during that 

time and seeing Capt. John J. Dickison, Floridaôs ñSwamp Fox.ò  Right photo:  Molly 

Creighton.  Photo courtesy:  Larry Skinner  

 

Nov. 9, 2017: 

Author Candice Shy Hooper will speak on her latest book, Lincolnôs 

Generalsô Wives:  Four Women Who Influenced the Civil War for Better and for 

Worse (2016).  The book focuses on Jesse Fremont, Nelly McClellan, Ellen 

Sherman, and Julia Grant.  According to the book jacket, each of these women had 

been ñtheir husbandôs closest confidantes and had a profound impact on their 

ambitions and actions.  And these womenôs attitudes toward and relationship with 

Lincoln had major historical significance.  Relying on a close reading of letters, 

memoirs, and other primary sources and for the first time, mapping the womenôs 

wartime travels, the author explores the very different ways in which these women 

responded to the unique challenge of being Lincolnôs generalsô wives.ò After the 

meeting, Candice will sell and autograph Lincolnôs Generalsô Wives for $30. 

 

Dec. 14, 2017:   No CWRNF meeting 

 

 

Upcoming Local & Regional & State Civil War Events 
(events & dates subject to change; please confirm event & date before traveling) 

 

Jan. 31, 2017: 

 Charles Raasch will talk about his book, Imperfect Union:  A Fatherôs Search for His Son in 

the Aftermath of Gettysburg.  Talk at 7 p.m. in Lewis Aud., Flagler College, 14 Granada, St. 

Augustine.  http://chuckraasch.com/event/flagler-college-forum-on-government-and-public-policy/ 

 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures
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Feb. 4-5, 2017: 

 Battle of Townsendôs Plantation (fictional battle), 20651 US Hwy. 441, Mt. Dora, FL 

(Renningerôs Flea Market).  http://www.townsendfirm.com/plantation.htm 

 

Feb. 4-5, 2017: 

 Battle at Fort Taylor, 601 Howard England Way, Key West, FL (at Fort Taylor State Park).  

http://www.https://www.facebook.com/pages/Fort-Zachary-Taylor -Historic-State-

Park/110194162344049 

 

Feb. 18-19, 2017: 

 Battle of Olustee (Feb. 20, 1864), 5890 Battlefield Trail Rd., Olustee, FL (Olustee Battlefield 

State Historic Site).  http://battleofolustee.org or https://www.floridastateparks.org/park/Olustee-

Battlefield  Photo courtesy:  https://battleofolustee.org/reenactment.html Photo by:  Victoria Dorsey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Feb. 25-26, 2017: 

 Battle at Fort DeSoto, 3500 Pinellas Bayway S., 

St. Petersburg, FL (Fort DeSoto Park).    www.97thpvicoa.us 

 
March 4-5, 2017: 

 Battle of Natural Bridge (March 6, 1865), 7502 Natural 

Bridge Rd., Tallahassee, FL.  http://www.nbhscso.com or 

http://www.floridastateparks.org/naturalbridge/  

 

Right photo courtesy:  http://www.flpublicarchaeology.org/ 

civilwar/military -sites/natural-bridge-battlefield/historical -

marker.jpg.php 

 

 

March 29, 2017: 

 Dr. Peter S. Carmichael, director of the Civil War Institute located at 

Gettysburg College, will be a guest speaker at the University of Florida.  His 

talk will be sponsored by UFôs History Department.  Time, topic, and location 

to appear in future newsletters. 

 

For more information on Dr. Carmichael:  

https://www.gettysburg.edu/cwi/about/employee_detail.  

dot?empId=15712978720013304&crumbTitle=Peter%20S.%20Carmichael 
 

For more information on the Civil War Institute:   http://www.gettysburg.edu/cwi/ 

http://www.townsendfirm.com/plantation.htm
http://www.https/www.facebook.com/pages/Fort-Zachary-Taylor-Historic-State-Park/110194162344049
http://www.https/www.facebook.com/pages/Fort-Zachary-Taylor-Historic-State-Park/110194162344049
http://battleofolustee.org/
https://www.floridastateparks.org/park/Olustee-Battlefield
https://www.floridastateparks.org/park/Olustee-Battlefield
https://battleofolustee.org/reenactment.html
http://www.97thpvicoa.us/
http://www.nbhscso.com/
http://www.flpublicarchaeology.org/
https://www.gettysburg.edu/cwi/about/employee_detail.%20dot?empId=15712978720013304&crumbTitle=Peter%20S.%20Carmichael
https://www.gettysburg.edu/cwi/about/employee_detail.%20dot?empId=15712978720013304&crumbTitle=Peter%20S.%20Carmichael
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Public Civil War  Series 
Presented by the Levy County Historical Society 

 

Cedar Key RV Resort 

11980 SW Shiloh Road, Sumner, FL 

(12 miles west of Otter Creek just behind the Cedar Key Country Store on SR 24) 
 

www.levycountyhistoricalsociety.com 
 

Toni Collins (352) 490-5636 

 

 

Jan. 14, 2017, at 2 p.m. 

ñBlood, Guns, and Germsò 
 

Warren Feldman, MD, who portrays a colonel and chief surgeon in the 

Confederate Medical Corps, will give insight into 1860s medicine, as well as talking 

about the efforts demonstrated by Civil War surgeons to try to save both Union 

and Confederate soldiers.  Dr. Feldman will sell his book Blood, Guns, and Germs 

for $10 after the presentation. 

Note:  Dr. Feldman will be the CWRNF speaker on May 11 in Gainesville.  

 

 

Feb. 11, 2017, at 2 p.m. 

ñCivil War Blockade Running on Floridaôs Gulf Coastò 
 

 CWRNF member Toni Collins will speak on the Civil War Blockade 

off Floridaôs Gulf Coast.  The talk is centered on the impact of the Civil War 

Union blockade of the 3,500-mile Southern coast line.  Toni Collins will sign 

and sell her book Civil War Blockade Running on Floridaôs Gulf Coast for 

$10 after the presentation. 

 

 

March 18, 2017, at 2 p.m. 

ñEmbattled Executive:  Governor John Milton and the Civil War in Floridaò 
 

R. Boyd Murphree, former assistant editor with the Papers of Abraham 

Lincoln in Springfield, Illinois , and former archivist with the Florida State 

Archives, will give a presentation on Floridaôs fifth governor, John Milton ( in 

office: Oct. 7, 1861 to April 1, 1865ðdeath by suicide).  Boyd Murphree will 

be the guest speaker at the CWRNF on Sept. 14, on another topic titled ñThe 

Other Cabinet:  Jefferson Davis and His Cabinet.ò  Photo courtesy: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Milton_(Florida_politician)  

 

 

  

http://www.levycountyhistoricalsociety.com/
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Grant Under Fire: 
 

An Exposé of Generalship & Character in the American Civil War 

 

By Joseph A. Rose 
The CWRNFôs special guest attending the Jan. 12 Roundtable 

 
 

Author and historian, Joseph A. Rose, while on a cross-

country trek promoting his new book, stopped by our Roundtable 

meeting on Jan. 12 and discussed his book with members and 

guests after the featured speaker, Bill Zettler, concluded his talk.  

Grant under Fire was published in 2015 by Alderhanna Publishing 

(New York). 

According to the dust jacket, ñUlysses S. Grant has a 

sterling reputation as an officer and a gentleman, despite his 

suffering the biggest surprise of the Civil War, committing the 

worst official act of anti-Semitism on United States soil, and 

coming closest of all U.S. commanders to losing Washington. 

Defenders even rank his generalship above Robert E. Leeôs, but to 

do so, they must ignore his simplistic, pugnacious strategies that led 

to a war of attrition, as well as his amateurish tactics of impetuous frontal assaults, all along the line 

against fortified positions.ò 

 

Right:  Joseph Rose at the CWRNF meeting on Jan. 12, 2017 

 

Grant Under Fire, 816 pages, retails for $42.50 

For more information: 

www.GrantUnderFire.com  

https://www.amazon.com/Grant-Under-Fire-Generalship-

Character/dp/1943177007  

 

http://www.grantunderfire.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Grant-Under-Fire-Generalship-Character/dp/1943177007
https://www.amazon.com/Grant-Under-Fire-Generalship-Character/dp/1943177007
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Atlantaôs Historic Oakland Cemetery 

Founded in 1850.  Listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1976 

Photos by Diane Fischler on Dec. 30, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The base of the 65-foot-high Confederate Obelisk, quarried from nearby Stone Mountain 

granite, was put into place on the day of Robert E. Leeôs funeral, Oct. 15, 1870.  The obelisk was 

dedicated on April 26, 1874ðthe ninth anniversary of Gen. Joseph Johnstonôs surrender in 1865 to 

Gen. Sherman in North Carolina.  April 26 is Georgiaôs Confederate Memorial Day.  At the time of 

the dedication, the obelisk was the tallest structure in Atlanta. 
 

The monument marks the burial section for approximately 6,900 graves of Confederate 

soldiers, including 3,000 unknowns.  From top to bottom, the four flags that fly at the memorial (as 

seen on this particular day) are 1) the American flag, 2) the State of Georgia flag (adopted in 2003), 

3) the City of Atlanta flag , and 4) the Confederate Stars and Bars flag.   
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The famous ñUnknown Confederate Deadò memorial (1894), also known as the ñLion of 

Atlanta,ò marks the site of 3,000 unknown Confederates, who died during the Atlanta campaign of 

1864.  The monument was designed by Georgia sculptor T.M. Brady, who 

was motivated by the Lion of Lucerne statue (1821) in Switzerland.  That 

famous Lurcern carving memorialized the 600 Swiss Guards slaughtered in 

1792 defending Marie Antoinette.  Mark Twain, in his book A Tramp Abroad 

(1880), spoke of the Lion of Lucerne sculpture, which depicts a mortally 

wounded lion, as ñthe most mournful and moving piece of stone in the 

worldò (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion_Monument ). Right photo:  the 

Lion of Lucerne.  Photo courtesy:  http://upshout.net/top-15-colossal-statues/ 

According to A Guide to the Confederate Sections, ñThe figure [Unknown Confederate Dead 

memorial] represents a lion that has received its death wound, and in his agony he is grasping and 

attempting to draw towards him the battle flag of the Confederacy.  The wound was inflicted with a 

bullet aimed for the center of the lionôs back.  Drops of blood are pouring from the wound.  The lion 

has fallen by a rock in which there is a flag of the Confederacy.  His right forepaw has grasped a 

cannonball which is partially covered by the flag, and the left forepaw is wrapped in the folds of the 

flag.  Beneath him are several battle muskets and a cavalry sabre.ò 

 

Left:   The most famous Confederate general buried 

in Oakland Cemetery is John B. Gordon (1832-

1904).  He also served as Georgiaôs U.S. senator 

(1873-1880; 1891-1897) and as governor (1886-

1890).  Right photo courtesy: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Brown_Gordon 

 

Four other Confederate generals buried in Oakland Cemetery 

include:  1) Alfred Iver son, Jr. (1829-1911), 2) Clement A. Evans (1833-1911), 3) Lucius J. Gartrell 

(1821-1891), and 4) William S. Walker (1822-1899).  

 


